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WILDLIFE TRACKING
Following the tracks of an animal can teach you much about what it eats, where it sleeps, and its daily habits. Your tracking skill may lead you right to the animal itself 

Tracking is not limited to following mammals 
Insects leave tracks, too. So do reptiles. You can spend an hour of careful tracking and not move more than a few feet. In fact, if you can track a beetle through the jungles of a grassy lawn, you probably have the skill to track larger animals across any terrain. 

Tracking is a skill... 
...that you can learn only by doing a lot of it. You can learn in your own yard, vacant lots, fields, and forests. The following guidelines will help you get started: 

First, find some tracks! 
You must find some tracks before you can follow them. Winter snows hold a surprising number of tracks. During other seasons, try the soft soil near ponds and streams. In dry country, scan the dust for prints and look for pebbles and rocks that have been disturbed. 

Study a single track 
Get down on your hands and knees to study the shape of the track you wish to follow. Fix its details in your mind. You might even measure it and make a sketch of it. That will help you find it later, even when other tracks are mixed in with it.  

Track early or late 
Tracking is easiest early in the morning and late in the day, when shadows cast in the prints make them more obvious. 

Look for more than just the prints 
As you follow a trail of tracks, keep your eyes peeled for other evidence of the animal. Bent grass, broken twigs, and displaced pebbles help you see the animal's path. Watch for places where the animal has scratched or rubbed against trees or rocks. 

Droppings 
Animal droppings or 'scat' give evidence of an animal's diet. Break scat apart with a stick. Hulls of seeds, skins of berries, and bits of leaves suggest the animal is a vegetarian. Small bones, fur, and feathers appear in the scat of meat eaters. Scat tends to dry from the outside in. If it is completely dry, you know the animal passed by some time ago. Moist scat was left more recently. The animal may be near. 

Imagine yourself in the place of the animal 
If you lose the trail, ask your self where you would go if you were the animal. Look in that direction. Mark the last track with a stick, then explore all around it until you find the trail again. 

Notice important landmarks as you proceed 
Don't become so interested in following a trail that you get lost. Be alert to your surroundings. Notice and remember landmarks that will guide you back to your starting point. 

Don't disturb human artifacts 
Over the centuries, humans have left traces of their passing. You may be fortunate enough to discover an arrowhead, broken pottery, or other artifacts of earlier cultures. If so, let them lie where you find them. Note the location very well and draw a map so you can find the spot again. Then alert local authorities. They will know if archaeologists should examine the site. The position in which artifacts are found can tell scientists a great deal about the people who made and used them. That's why it is important not to disturb them. 

COLLECTING TRACKS
Perhaps you've heard the old saying about low-impact hiking: "Take only photographs, leave only footprints." By making plaster casts, you can bring home some footprints, too. 

When you find a track you want to preserve, mix up some plaster of paris. (You can get the plaster at a drugstore. The label will have mixing instructions.) Turn a cardboard strip into a collar by notching the ends together. Place the collar around the track and pour in the mix. Let it harden - 10 to 15 minutes in warm weather. Remove it and brush off the dirt. On the back of the cast, write the date and the location where you found the track. You can also cast plaster molds of tracks in the snow. In addition to plaster of paris, you'll need a mist bottle such as those used with window cleaner. Spray the track with a fine mist of water and wait a few moments while it freezes. Mix the plaster using cold water (warm plaster will melt the print). Put a collar around the track and pour in plaster. Allow it time to harden. 

By themselves, casts of prints are fine souvenirs of your adventures. You can also press them into damp sand to recreate the original prints - a valuable study aid for improving the tracking skills of everyone in your patrol. 

FUN WITH TRACKING
You can practice tracking just about anywhere. At home, try sneaking up on the family dog, the cat, and your brothers and sisters. In camp, sit very quietly near a trail and see how many Scouts pass by without noticing you. Would you like to play some tracking and stalking games with your den or patrol? Here is one that have been popular with Scouts for many years: 

Cross-Country Runner 
The Scout who is the runner has a 1-minute head start. Every few steps he drops a few kernels of corn. The others in the patrol follow the kernel trail and try to catch up with the runner before he reaches a finish line about a mile away. 

When you have animals in sight, stalking them lets you get closer. It allows you to observe their habits, watch where they go, and see what they do. Stalking is also a fine mental exercise. To do it well, you must be very patient. You need to control your body so that you move smoothly and quietly. All your senses will be heightened as you concentrate on moving near a wild animal. Whenever you are stalking, think of yourself as a shadow. Become so much a part of your surroundings that you seem to disappear. 

Stalking by waiting 
The easiest way to get close to wild animals is to let them come to you. Many animals are quite regular in their habits. Sit near well worn animal tracks, and there is a good chance you'll see them coming by. Hide in the brush, bury yourself in leaves, or float among the water lilies in a pond. Climb into a tree and wait to see what animals pass below you. Crouch behind a wall of snow. 

Many animals are active at night 
Under a full moon, you are likely to see wildlife activity if you hide quietly at the edge of a meadow or near a lake or pond. As with all stalking, patience is absolutely essential. 

Stalk against the wind 
Many animals can smell you from long distances, especially if your scent is carried toward them by the wind. Try to keep downwind (with the wind blowing toward you) as you stalk toward an animal. If you come upon an animal from the upwind side, you may be able to make a wide half circle around it until the wind is in your face. 

Move slowly and carefully 
Animals will be startled if you make jerky motions or walk noisily through leaves and twigs. Move with care. When an animal looks in your direction, freeze. Don't move a muscle until it turns its attention elsewhere. 

Make use of anything that will hide you. Hide behind trees, stumps, and rocks. Stay near the ground and watch from around the sides of your cover, not over the top. Your shape shows up sharply against the sky, so keep low as you cross ridges. 

FUN WITH STALKING
You can practice stalking just about anywhere. At home, try sneaking up on the family dog, the cat, and your brothers and sisters. In camp, sit very quietly near a trail and see how many Scouts pass by without noticing you. Would you like to play some tracking and stalking games with your den or patrol? Here are several that have been popular with Scouts for many years: 

Sleeping Pirate 
A blindfolded "pirate" sits on a log with his "treasure" (a bandanna) at his feet. The other Scouts form a large circle around him, each Scout about a hundred feet away. They try to stalk up to the pirate, take the treasure, and get away without being heard. If the pirate hears someone, he claps his hands and points. That Scout is out of the game. Whoever successfully takes the treasure becomes the next pirate. 

Deer Stalking 
The "deer" (a Scout) stands in a forest or field. The other patrol members walk away from him several hundred feet in different directions. On a signal, they begin stalking toward the deer, using whatever cover is available. If the deer sees a Scout, he points and yells to him to stand. The Scout who comes the closest without being noticed is the next deer. 

Wary Wolf 
One Scout is the "wary wolf." The others stand in a line 200 feet from him. Whenever the wolf turns his back, they stalk toward him. Whenever he turns toward them, everyone freezes. Any Scout making the slightest movement must go back to the starting line and begin again. The first Scout to touch the wolf takes his place for the next game. Of course, the best fun of all for a tracker and stalker is following and observing wild animals in their own surroundings. You'll have plenty of chances to do that on patrol and troop hikes and campouts. 

ANIMAL TRACKS
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BADGER: Badgers measure about 2 feet from head to tail,. The body is flattened, and the legs are short and stocky. The fur on the back and flanks of the animal ranges from grayish to reddish. . The face of the badger is distinct. The throat and chin are whitish, and the face has black patches. A white  stripe extends back over the head from the nose. In northern populations, this stripe ends near the shoulders. In southern populations, however, it continues over the back to the rump. 

Badgers live alone and are mainly active at night, and tend to be inactive during the winter months. The badger is an excellent digging machine. Their burrows are constructed mainly in the pursuit of prey, but they are also used for sleeping. A typical badger den may be as far as 9 feet below the surface, contain about 30 feet of tunnels, and have an enlarged chamber for sleeping. Badgers use multiple burrows within thier home range, and they may not use the same burrow more than once a month. Tracks are 2 - 3 in. long. Claw marks are more evident on the fore paw tracks. 
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BLACK BEAR: Black bears are usually black in color, although they may be brown, reddish, yellowish, or cream-colored. It once lived throughout most of North America, but hunting and agriculture drove them into heavily forested areas, where about 75,000 to 80,000 survive. Residual populations survive over much of the range in sparsely populated wooded regions and under protection in National parks. They are numerous and thriving. 

Black bears can run as fast as 25 miles per hour while they chase prey, and they are skillful tree climbers. Some bears have become troublesome around camps and cabins if food is left in their reach. Black bears have severely injured and sometimes even killed campers or travelers who feed them, however they are normally timid and secretive and rarely are dangerous unless wounded or cornered. They are often captured and tamed. 
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COUGER: Your risk of being injured or killed by a mountain lion is very small. There have been only 13 fatal mountain lion attacks in all of North America in the last 100 years. Eleven of the fatal attacks occurred in western states and provinces where trophy hunting of lions is allowed. 

With their current legal protection, cougars now occur very close to settled areas throughout western North America, and attacks on people, while infrequent compared to other hazards from animals or nature, have increased. However, the ferocity of the mountain lion is often exaggerated. Mountain lion tracks are 3 - 4 inches (8 - 10 cm) across and show no evidence of claws. Each print consists of 4 rounded toes and a heel pad. Front paw tracks are slightly smaller that hind tracks. 
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GRAY FOX: Grey foxes resemble small dogs with bushy tails. They are distinguished from most other dogs by their grizzled upperparts, buff neck and black-tipped tail. The skull can be distinguished from all other North American canids by its widely separated temporal ridges that form a U-shape. Males are slightly larger than females. 

Grey foxes are unique among dogs in their ability to climb trees. They have strong, hooked claws that allow them to scramble up trees to avoid predators or to get fruit. They descend primarily by jumping from branch to branch. Grey foxes are nocturnal or crepuscular and den during the day in hollow trees, stumps or old woodchuck burrows. They are assumed to be monogamous; radio tracking data suggest that family groups maintain separate home ranges. Grey foxes are found in forests, but are occasionally seen in old fields foraging for fruits and insects. Unlike the red fox, they do not prefer agricultural habitats. Tracks are approximately 1 - 1.5 in. Hind heel pad resembles inverted "V." Unlike the red fox, the grey fox's paws are not fur covered and the toe pads leave distinct impressions
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SKUNK: The striped skunk is easily recognized by its characteristic colors and pattern. Its fur is black with a white stripe that begins as a triangular shape on the top of the head, forks into two stripes that travel down the sides of the back, and usually merges again near the base of the tail. It also has a separate white stripe running from the base of the snout up between the eyes and ending on the forehead. Stripe width and length vary with each individual. Stripes sometimes occur on the tail, but more often the tail is composed of both black and white hairs intermixed. Skinks are about the size of a domestic cat, with a small head, small ears, short legs, and a long, fluffy tail. Feet have five partially webbed toes. Claws are longer on the front feet to aid in digging. 

Skinks have perhaps the most widely known defense system of any mammal, the scent-spraying mechanism. A striped skunk usually does not dispatch its spray unless its life is in danger. When faced with danger, it arches its back and erects its tail and hair. When it feels mortally threatened, it bends into a U-shape with both head and rump facing the enemy. It then squirts out two streams of fluid from scent glands located just inside the anus, which meet after travelling about a foot, finally spreading into a fine spray that can travel up to 2 or 3 meters. The spray often causes nausea and burns the eyes and nasal cavities of the unfortunate target. The spray is also used by males to communicate with the opposite sex during mating season and to mark their territories. 

They are one of the primary reservoirs of  rabies and thus can be very dangerous to pets and humans. Hind print is 2 - 3 in. long; Fore print is 1 - 2 in. long. While all paws are clawed, only the fore prints typically only show them. 
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BOBCAT: The Bobcat's fur can be various shades of buff and brown, with dark brown or black stripes and spots on some parts of the body. The tip of the tail and the backs of the ears are black. They have short ear tufts, and ruffs of hair on the side of the head, giving the appearance of sideburns. 

Bobcats occasionally eat small domesticated animals, which has resulted in attempts to eradicate them in some areas. On rare occasions humans are attacked by bobcats. Rounded feline tracks are lack obvious claw marks and are about 2 in. (5 cm) wide. 

[image: image10.png]O




COYOTE: Coloration of the coyote varies from grayish brown to a yellowish gray on the upper parts. The throat and belly are whitish. The forelegs, sides of head, muzzle and feet are reddish brown. The back has fulvous colored underfur and long, black-tipped guard hairs that produce a black dorsal stripe and a dark cross on the shoulder area. The tail, which is half the body length, is bottle shaped with a black tip. There is also a scent gland located on the dorsal base of the tail. There is one moult per year, which starts in May with light loss of hair and ends in July after profuse shedding. The coyote is significantly smaller than the gray wolf and much larger than foxes. The coyote is differentiated from domesticated dogs by its pointed, erect ears and drooping tail, which it holds below its back when it is running. The eyes have a yellow iris and round pupil. The nose is black and usually less than one inch in diameter. The ears are large in relation to the head and the muzzle is long and slender. 

Coyotes are a public health problem because they are reservoir hosts of rabies. They are a threat to poultry, livestock and crops. 

The feet are relatively small for the size of the body. The pes has four digits and the manus has five with a small first digit. Coyotes run on their toes. Tracks are 2 in. (5 cm.) long and claw marks are readily visible. The front paw mark is slightly larger than the rear print. Coyote toe pad tracks are wider than those of the fox. 
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RACCOON: The most distinguishable characteristics of the raccoon are its black mask across the eyes and bushy tail with anywhere from four to ten black rings. The forepaws resemble slender human hands and make the raccoon unusually dextrous. Both their forepaws and hindpaws have five toes. Coloration varies with habitat, but tends to range from grey to reddish brown to buff. 

Raccoons are extremely adaptable and continue to thrive despite the encroachment of civilization on their range. Woodlands near water are their preferred habitat, although raccoons may also be found in farmlands, suburban or urban areas. Raccoons prefer to den in trees, however, they may also use woodchuck burrows, caves, mine shafts, deserted buildings, barns, garages, rain sewers, or houses. Living in a burrow actually increases the raccoon's chances of survival making it harder for its predators to find it. Hunting dogs have an easier time treeing a raccoon than forcing it out of a burrow. 

Adult raccoons can be savage fighters if cornered. Few dogs can successfully attack an adult who is ripping and slashing with their teeth and claws. Raccoons may even drown their opponent if in water. Raccoons may live up to 16 years in the wild, but most don't make it past their second year. The primary causes of death are humans (hunting, trapping, cars) and malnutriton. Most of the raccoon's other natural predators are no longer found in their range.

The hindprints of a raccoon resemble miniature human footprints. The flat-footed foreprint shows five long fingers and claws which can easily turn doorknobs and open refrigerators. Hind prints are 4 in. long and claws are clearly visible. 
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MULE DEER: Mule deer are characterized by a gray winter coat or brown summer coat; a white colored throat, chin, and rump; and bucks have antlers which fork and then fork again. Mule deer are commonly mistaken for white-tailed deer. Mule deer are herbivorous and feed on mountain mahogany, chokecherry, grasses, sagebrush, serviceberry, bitterbrush, and forbs (forest herbs). Heavy snows force the mule deer to consume sage and juniper, as well. Though food is abundant in the warmer seasons, winter starvation is a common cause of death for the mule deer. Overwinter mortality of fawns up to 75 percent is considered normal. 

Tracks are 2 - 3 in. long. Dew claws are evident in snow, mud or soft soil, and when 

running. 
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WILD BOAR: Wild boars have varying skin color, bone structure, tail length, snout shape, and more in response to the environment they have inhabited. Yet, all boars are herbivores, making them immediately identifiable by their distinct toe shape. It is believed that boars lack good eyesight. The eyes are positioned on the sides of the head, which hinder boars from staring straight ahead. Boars have varying ear shapes, ranging from small and erect to low-flapping.  

Their tracks are 2 - 3 in. (5 - 7 cm.) long with very prominent, widely spaced, dew claws. 
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OPOSSUMS: Opossums have a heavy set body that resembles a large house cat. They have longs heads with a pointed snout. Their faces have long whiskers. All opossums have long, tapered tails with a scaly appearance. Females have a fur-lined pouch to carry their young. The color of the opossum varies by the region. Northern populations have thick underfur that is white in color and has black tips. The pale guard hairs give the opossum a gray appearance. In the southern populations, the underfur is much sparser. Both northern and southern species have white cheek hairs. 

Defensive tactic: "playing possum," fakes death to thwart attack, reaches a state of catatonia. When America was first colonized by Europeans, these possums did not occur north of Pennsylvania. As time passed, they moved north and westward on the Great Plains. In 1890, they were introduced to California. They spread on the west coast. Today in Michigan, they are currently spreading into the Upper Peninsula. 

Distinctive hand-like hind tracks are about 2 in. across. Fore tracks have widely spaced toe pads. 
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PORCUPINE: Coloration of common porcupines is usually dark brown. The dorsal region of the porcupine is covered with thick, sharp, barbed quills, which are distributed among stiff guard hairs and wooly underfur. The number of quills on each porcupine may exceed 30,000. The quills are used for defense purposes. Each one of the modified hairs is tipped with microscopic barbs that cause the quill to be continually driven into the muscle of predators. Common porcupines have robust bodies with small heads, moderately small ears, short legs, and a short thick tail. 

When approached by predators, the porcupine faces away from its enemy, raises its spines in a threatening gesture, and rapidly lashes out with its barbed tail. The quills of the porcupine are not thrown or shot but easily detached after contact with a predator's flesh. Porcupines have poor vision but good senses of hearing and smell. The voice of the common porcupine has been described as a combination of moans, whines, grunts, squeeks, snorts, and shrieks. 

The animal's feet are heavy with naked soles. The front feet have four toes while the hind feet have five toes. Each toe has a strong curved claw. 
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BEAVER: Beavers are primarily aquatic animals. They have waterproof, rich, glossy, brown fur, and large, black, webbed feet. Their powerful hind legs also increase their swimming ability. Beavers have the ability to close their noses and ears while swimming underwater, and they have a clear eyelid to protect their eyes from the water and debris. 

The tails are one of the defining characteristics of beavers. They are broad and flat with large, blackish scales. Another characteristic of beavers is their teeth. Like all rodents, beavers have large central incisors (front teeth) that are always growing. They must keep them trimmed by gnawing bark. 


The conservation status differs with respect to source, but there have been significant threats to the survival of the beaver. Beavers have been hunted and trapped extensively in the past and by about 1900, the animals were almost gone in many of their original habitats. Pollution and habitat loss have also effected the survival of the beaver. In the last century, however, beavers have been successfully reintroduced to many of their former habitats. 
Hind print is about 6 in. long; There is also webbing between toes that is sometimes visible in the beaver's tracks. 
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WHICH ANIMALS TO WATCH OUT FOR
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BEARS 
When in bear country, bears should be your NUMBER 1 wildlife safety concern! They are DANGEROUS and UNPREDICTABLE - NEVER (EVER) approach a bear. Yes, its true that your chances of being attacked by a bear are less than being hit by lightning; but would you hike on a mountain-top during an electrical storm? 

Food, garbage and their odors attract bears. Always use bearproof facilities and techniques. DON'T hike or cycle alone - BE ALERT and make NOISE. If you encounter a bear DO NOT run or cry out. Stay calm, retreat slowly and avoid eye contact. 

Remember: 

o All bears are dangerous - NEVER approach or feed a bear.

o Keep children nearby and in sight at ALL TIMES.

o Know what to do if you encounter a bear

o Read SAFETY IN BEAR COUNTRY Section.
WHEN HIKING IN BEAR COUNTRY

Don’t Surprise Bears

Let bears know you are coming. They will usually move out of the way if they hear people approaching, so make noise. 

Bells are not as effective as many people believe; talking loudly, clapping hands, and calling out are all better ways of making your presence known. 

Trail conditions may make it hard for bears to see, hear, or smell approaching hikers. Be careful hiking by a stream, against the wind, or in dense vegetation. A blind corner or a rise in the trail also requires special attention by hikers. 

Never Approach Bears

Never intentionally get close to a bear. Individual bears will all react differently and unpredictably. A minimum safe distance from bears is 500-1000 feet, although there is no guarantee of your safety.

Find Out if Bears are Around

If hiking in a park, forest, or wilderness area, the park staff or rangers can tell you of recent bear activity in the area where you plan to hike. They can also help identify signs of bear activity like tracks, torn-up logs, droppings, and overturned rocks. Bears spend a lot of time eating, so avoid hiking in obvious feeding areas like berry patches, cow parsnip thickets, or fields of glacier lilies.

Although most hikers do not encounter bears, people have been seriously injured, maimed, and killed by bears. All bears are dangerous and should be respected equally. A female with cubs, bears with a fresh kill, and bears conditioned to human food are the most dangerous. 

When hiking in bear country, leave an itinerary with friends or in your car which includes beginning and ending times. 

Never hike alone, or at night.

Reduce Your Risk 

· Make noise! Let bears know you're there - call out, clap hands, sing or talk loudly especially near streams, dense vegetation and berry patches, on windy days, and in areas of low visibility. 

· Travel in groups, on established paths and trails, and during daylight hours. 

· Keep food smells away from bears by properly storing food, garbage and food-related items, day and night, wherever you are. Even empty pet food bowls can attract bears. 

· Stay alert, stay alive! Watch for bears in the area and for their sign - tracks, droppings, diggings, torn-up logs, and turned-over rocks. Leave the area if you see fresh sign. 

· If you come across large dead animals, leave the area immediately and report it to Park Wardens. 

· Dispose of fish offal in fast moving streams or the deep part of a lake, never along streamsides or lakeshores. 

· Never approach or feed a bear. Keep a distance of at least 100 yards. 

· Report all sightings of bears to park staff. 

Never feed animals or leave food or garbage unattended. 

IF YOU SEE A BEAR ?

Bears may appear tolerant of people and then attack without warning. A bear's body language can help determine its mood. In general, bears show agitation by swaying their heads, huffing, and clacking their teeth. Lowered head and laid-back ears also indicate aggression. Bears stand on their hind legs to get a better view.

Bears Like People, React Differently to Each Situation

If You Encounter a Bear These Suggestions May Help. 

 Talk quietly or not at all. 

Back away slowly, but stop if it seems to agitate the bear. Assume a non-threatening posture. Turn sideways, or bend at the knees to appear smaller. Never run! Bears can run as fast as a racehorse, both uphill and downhill. 

 Use peripheral vision. Bears appear to interpret direct eye contact as a threat. 

 A bear may "bluff charge". If it does not stop, fall to the ground in a fetal position to reduce the severity of an attack. Protect the back of your neck with your hands. 

· Talk calmly and firmly. If a bear rears on its hind legs and waves its nose about, it is trying to identify you. Remain still and talk calmly so it knows you are a human and not a prey animal. A scream or sudden movement may trigger an attack. 

 Do not move until the bear is gone. 

· Don't drop your pack. It can provide protection. 


 FOOD AND BEARS

Odors Attract Bears

All edibles (including pet food), food containers (empty or not), and cookware be stored in a hard-sided vehicle, food locker, or hung from a food pole or cable when not in use, day or night. 

 Improperly stored or unattended food is inviting a problem. 

 At campgrounds inspect campsites for bear sign and for careless campers nearby. 

 Place all trash in bearproof containers. 

 Pets, especially dogs, must be kept under physical restraint. 

 Use a flashlight when walking at night. 

 If a bear enters your campsite in a park, inform park staff immediately. 


 ELK 
Elk can be aggressive and attack without warning. During the fall mating season (Aug - Sept) males are particularly belligerent. During the spring calving season (May - June) female elk aggressively defend their young. DO NOT approach elk in any season as they are DANGEROUS. 
 

DEER 
Deer may aggressively seek food from campers and picnickers. DO NOT feed or approach them! They may lash out with their hooves when they feel either threatened or frustrated. Dogs seem to incite the wrath of female deer, and many attacks on pets and people have occurred. Dogs are best left at home or in vehicles. 
  

COUGAR (Mountain Lion) 
Mountain lion sightings and encounters have increased throughout the western U.S. over the past several years. The lions are an important part of the our ecosystem, helping to keep deer and other prey populations in check. Although lion attacks are rare, they are possible, as is injury from any wild animal. We offer the following recommendations to increase your safety: 

 Do not leave pets or pet food outside and unattended, especially at dawn and dusk. Pets can attract mountain lions into developed areas. 

 Avoid walking alone. Watch children closely and never let them run ahead or lag behind on the trail. Talk to children about lions and teach them what to do if they meet one. 

 Store food using wildlife-proof methods such as stored containers and wildlife hoists.

What should you do if you meet a mountain lion? 

 Never approach a mountain lion, especially one that is feeding or with kittens. Most mountain lions will try to avoid confrontation. Always give them a way to escape. 

 Don't run. Stay calm. Hold your ground, or back away slowly. Face the lion and stand upright. Do all you can to appear larger. Grab a stick. Raise your arms. If you have small children with you, pick them up. 

 If the lion behaves aggressively, wave your arms, shout and throw objects at it. The goal is to convince it that you are not prey and may be dangerous yourself. 

 If attacked, fight back! 

Generally, mountain lions are calm, quiet, and elusive. The chance of being attacked by a mountain lion is quite low compared to may other natural hazards. There is, for example, a far greater risk of being struck by lightning than being attacked by a mountain lion. 
  

OTHER ANIMALS 
Generally speaking, all North American mammals are unpredictable if they perceive a threat... especially from humans. Any action that interrupts an animal's natural instincts or activities can be interpreted by them as such. This includes: 

 Human interventions between a parent and young animal

 Human intervention in animal's mating cycles

 Human interventions between animals and their food

 Humans being perceived as prey

 Human's startling or surprising animals

 Humans blocking animal's escape routes

 etc.

Also, some mammals carry diseases that can be transmitted by physical contact with the animal. Of note are: 

 Coyotes, skunks, and foxes carry rabies

 Armadillo's (are the only animals besides humans that) carry leprosy

Finally it should also be noted that : 

 Chipmunks, squirrels, gophers, etc. will bite and / or scratch you!

 Skunks will spray you!

 Bobcats HAVE attacked humans!

 Badgers can be really, really mean!

 etc. etc. etc. 

Knowing all of this... 

... what do you think your strategy should be 

when YOU encounter animals in THEIR environment ? 
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