2008-2009 PTC Crafts

Wendy McBride

Seeds of Kindness (November)

Ocean Seed Collage (Tiger E2, Bear E9a, Webelos Artist #7)
Draw wavy lines and curls onto blue poster board to make ocean waves. For added visual interest, you can color with crayon different shades of blue between the wavy lines. Trace the fish, starfish, and seaweed patterns onto the cardstock.  Using tacky glue, glue rice, lentils and beans to the cardstock.  (I used white beans for the ocean waves; green spit peas for the seaweed; brown rice for the starfish; and red lentils & yellow split peas for the fish, with a green lentil for the eye.  I didn’t like the stripes on the fish, so I did the body all one color.)  (Variation on an idea from “Crafting Activities: Over 50 Fun and Easy Things to Make” by Search Press.)

Pictures based on natural themes (plants, animals, landscapes) will work better with the organic look of the seeds.

Seed Collection (Tiger E16; Wolf Ach. #6; Bear E12e, E22b)

White glue seeds to cardstock.  Label seeds.

Bagel Birdfeeder (Tiger E32, Wolf E13e, Bear Ach. #5b)

Make bagel birdfeeder following directions in the ‘09-’10 Program Helps, Nov. p.6.  Using a nail or awl, punch a hole in the bottom of a yogurt cup; punch a hole in the center of a plastic plate.  Thread the string from the bagel through the hole in the yogurt cup, then the plastic plate.  The plate acts as a rain shield for the bagel.  (Wendy McBride)

Hairy Face Planter (Wolf E15c)

Draw a face on a can with permanent markers (could be a Frankenstein face).  Fill can ¾ full with potting soil.  Sprinkle grass seeds onto soil, and cover with a little more soil.  Water as needed.  Seeds will sprout in 7-10 days, creating hair for the face.  (From Family Fun.)  

Nature Shadow Box: Take boys on a kike, and collect fallen seeds, leaves,

fir cones, etc.  Identify 6 trees (Webelos Forester #3.).  Tape the top of a cereal box closed, and wrap the box with nature-themed paper, brown paper sack, or paper with leaf crayon rubbings.  Make a window in the front of the box by cutting through the paper and cardboard, leaving a 1" border.  Tacky glue the items from the nature hike inside the box.  (From the Round Table pack resource sheet for the August 2008 "S'more Summer Fun" theme.

Holiday Lights (December) (Tiger E2)

Candle Covers

Metallic Poster board: Cut strip of metallic poster board that is taller than the candle, and long enough to wrap around the candle, leaving a couple of inches of space between the candle and the poster board.  Using a ruler, divide the strip into 5 or 6 panels.  Fold the poster board on these lines, and draw half of a simple shape (cookie cutter), and cut.  Line cut-outs with tissue paper.  Roll into a cylinder, and glue or tape the ends of the poster board together.  (’03 Dec./Jan. Family Fun p.28)

Fancy Paper Lantern: Fold paper in half lengthwise. Starting on the fold line, cut toward the edges to make long thin rectangle and triangle shapes.  Unfold, and cut either the top or the bottom of the strip; curl the strips, using the edge of the scissors.  Unfold the paper.  Roll the paper lengthwise to create a cylinder, overlapping the ends.  Tape the edges together.  (From “Festival Crafts” by Chris Deshpande.)

Vellum: Cut a strip of vellum tall enough and long enough to go around a votive candle in a holder.  Cut shapes out of the vellum, or glue shapes onto the vellum.  Tape ends together. (Wendy McBride)

Diwali Candle Holder: Paint dollar store silicon cupcake liners with metallic paint.  Draw additional designs with permanent markers if desired.  Put a tea light in the cupcake liner.  (Wendy McBride)

     You can also do this with metallic paper cupcake liners.  The liners & tea lights will float on water for a pretty floating candle display.  (Family Fun)

Milk Jug Luminary: Clean milk gallons and remove all labels.  On the side nearest the handle, cut a slit one inch tall and three inches long about one inch up from the bottom.  Pour about one inch of sand into the container. Shake to distribute sand evenly.  Push tea light into the middle of the sand. Use fireplace matches to light.
     These are very unusual luminary. They don't blow over or get snuffed out if it's wet and windy.  They give a lovely white light. Care must be taken to place the tea light near the center of the container, but not directly under the spout.  (’07 Buckeye Pow Wow Book)

     You can also color a design on the milk jugs with permanent markers.  Tracing around a cookie cutter makes it easier.  (Wendy McBride)


http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11862
Reindeer Light Bulb Ornament: Bend ½ brown chenile stem into “W” shaped antlers. Using glue dots, attach antlers, to the metal band on a Christmas light bulb.  Attach googly eyes, and a small pom pom near the point of the light bulb for a nose. Add a small bell and ribbon to the antlers, if desired.  Glue a ribbon to the light bulb for hanging the ornament. (Family Fun)

Candle Card: http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11895
Candle Suncatcher: http://www.amazingmoms.com/htm/holiday_hanukkah_crafts.htm#window_sparkler
Amazing Games (January)  (Tiger E3, Wolf Ach. #10b, Bear Ach. #10b, Webelos Family #8.)

Tabletop Golf: Directions: Draw Golf course on paper, 4 holes on one side, and 5 holes on the other.  Vary the size and shape of the putting greens.  (Some with a 90 degree curve, some wiggly like a snake, some pear shaped, etc.)  Add water and sand hazards. Trace around a nickel to make the holes.  Color the golf course, and slide papers into a protective plastic sleeve.


Rules: Using a pencil (or golf club made from a craft stick), hit the golf ball (dime) into each hole using as few strokes as possible.  (Players can color their dime with washable marker so they can tell the dimes apart.)  The dime is out of bounds or in the hole if more than half the dime is over the line.  Add penalty strokes for the following: Water: 2 strokes.  Sand: 3 strokes.  Another hole/off the green: 4 strokes.  The player with the fewest strokes wins.  (Variation on game from the Dollar Store.)

Really Mini Miniature Golf: Golf Club: Using pruning shears, cut 1” off the end of a craft stick.  Sand both ends smooth.  Tacky glue the small piece to the cut end of big piece at slightly more than a 90 degree angle to make a golf club.  Holes:  Cut a strip of paper about one inch wide by 4 inches long.  Overlap the ends, and tape, creating a circle. Pinch the loop in two places, creating a flat side about 1 inch in length. Place the hoop on the flat side so it stands up.  Make 9 of these hoops, and number them.  Place them on the floor.  Create obstacles using cups and toilet paper tubes.  Make ramps from cardboard.  Bounce marbles off books. Players hit marbles through the hoops with their craft stick golf clubs, trying to hit the ball into the hole with the fewest strokes.  The player with the lowest score wins.  (Wendy McBride)

Tabletop Shuffleboard: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuffleboard
Draw shuffleboard court on paper, and slide into a plastic protective sleeve.  Color 4 dimes one color with washable markers, and leave the other 4 dimes plain.  Players push the dimes toward the shuffleboard court with a pencil.  Score points if the dime is completely within the scoring compartment.  Player with the highest score wins.  (Variation on game from the Dollar Store.)

Egg Carton Mancala: http://www.sinasohn.com/crafts/mancala.htm
Directions: Remove the top of the carton from the bottom by cutting along the hinge. Recycle the extraneous portion used to keep the carton closed when used to store eggs.  Set the bottom aside for later. Cut the top of the carton in half, crosswise. (Cut across the short axis.) These pieces will be used as the end cups of the Mancala board. Decorate egg carton as desired.  Slide the two halves of the top underneath each end of the bottom, extending beyond the bottom by a couple of inches. Fasten together using the tape or glue.

Rules: Deposit three paper clips (or the markers of your choice) in each of the twelve cups in the bottom of the carton. Leave the end cups (made from the top of the carton) empty. Place the game board between the two players, with the larger cups on the right and left of the players. The side of the board closest to each player, as well as the end cup on each player's right belongs to that player.

Players take turns picking up all the paper clips from one of their cups, (except for the end cups,) and then depositing one in each consecutive cup (including the end cups) in a clockwise direction, beginning with the cup to the right of the one from which the player took the paper clips.

For example, if, on the first turn of the game, player 1 picks up the paper clips from the fourth cup from the right, he would then deposit a paper clip in the third cup from the right, the second cup from the right, and finally, the rightmost cup.

If the first player had started with the rightmost cup, he would have deposited one paper clip in his end cup, then continued around the board, depositing paper clips in his opponents first two cups.

If, however, player 1 had selected the paper clips in the third cup from the right, he would have ended by placing his last paper clip in the end cup. When a player deposits the last paper clip in the end cup, he gets another turn, and may select the paper clips in another of his cups, continuing in the same manner.

The object of the game is to end your turn with all of the cups on your side empty (excluding, of course, the end cups.) Note that in this version, the number of paper clips, if any, in the end cup has no bearing on the game play.

       African symbols: http://www.welltempered.net/adinkra/htmls/adinkra_index.htm
http://www.wisegorilla.com/images/african/african.html

If the boys draw the symbols on stickers, or paper, and glue them to the bottom of the egg carton cups, it will work better.  The bottoms of the cups are bumpy, and hard to draw on. 

Cat & Mouse: 

Directions: Mouse: Cut egg cups out of an egg carton.  Paint if desired.  Trace mouse ear and eye patterns onto paper.  Color.  Cut out, and tacky glue to egg cup.  (Optional: glue on googly eyes.)  Draw nose and whiskers on egg cup.  Tie a knot in a 2 ½ inch piece of yarn.  Pierce hole in the back of the egg cup, and thread the yarn through for a tail, knot inside the cup.  Glue or tape the tail for added security. 

Cheese: Cut 10 cheese triangles out of yellow craft foam.  Using a paper punch, punch out holes for a swiss cheese effect. 

Cat: Cover a small box with orange paper.  (I cut down a cracker/small cereal box.) Trace cat patterns onto another sheet of orange paper.  Cut out, and glue to the box.

Game Board: Cut mouse holes in the corners of the poster board/file folder.  Fold up the corners.  Draw a circle in the center that is big enough for the cat.  Draw a spiral out from the center, with the lines far enough apart for the mice to fit in.  Draw 12 lines radiating out from the center.  Draw arrows on the board, some pointing clockwise, some pointing counter clockwise.  (I drew my arrows on sticky notes so I could change the board as desired.)

Rules:  Cooperative version: Scatter cheese on the board. Put the cat in the middle of the board.   Mice start at the mouse holes.  Players roll a 6 sided die.  Player chooses any mouse and moves toward the center of the board.  If a mouse gets to the center, it returns to its hole and starts again. If a mouse lands on a cheese, it captures it, and must now take it back to its mouse hole.  When it reaches the hole, it starts again.  If the mouse lands on an arrow, the cat is turned one space in the direction of the arrow.  Any mice (and cheese) that are on that column of spaces radiating out from the front of the cat are eaten, and are out of the game.  Players try to collect all the cheese with out being eaten.

Competitive version: Play as above, except players just move their own mouse.  If they land on another mouse, they can steal that mouse’s cheese, and take it back to their hole.  Optional rule: when a mouse is eaten by the cat, it starts again at its hole rather than being out of the game.  If it is carrying cheese, it must drop the cheese where it was caught by the cat.

Fish version: Fish/sharks: Paint egg cups if desired.  Cut out fins and tail, and tacky glue to the egg cups.  Instead of cheese, cut small fish out of foam (or use goldfish crackers).  Using the patterns, decorate a small box like to look like a fish, rather that a cat.  Play the game as above.  (Variation on game found in “I Can Make That! Fantastic Crafts for Kids” by Mary Wallace.)

Tabletop Games: http://familyfun.go.com/games/indoor-outdoor-games/feature/tabletop-games/tabletop-games.html
Puzzles: How To Book, p. 5 – 25-26.

American ABCs (February/Blue & Gold) (Tiger E2, Wolf E9a, Bear E9a)

Red, White, & Blue Garland: http://jas.familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=10611
Cut 6 large circles from red, white, and blue paper, two from each color. Fold each circle in half, then in half again, and finally in half a third time (it will resemble a wedge of pizza). Cut each wedge by making a series of snips from both sides toward the opposite side, stopping ½” from the edge. Unfold the snipped circles. Apply a few drops of glue along the edge of one open circle. Place a second circle on top of the first, so that the edges stick together. Next, apply glue to the center of the second circle and place a third circle on top of it. Continue adding the remaining circles, alternately gluing the edges and the centers. When the glue is dry, gently pull the top and bottom circle in opposite directions.  Slide a twist tie through the centers of the ends of the garland, and form into a loop.  Twist tie the boys’ small garland sections together, and hang the big garland.

Wind Star: Cut 5 strips from the short end of a white poster board, about 1 ½” wide.  Lay the strips in a star shape.  Use clothes pins to clamp the points of the star together so it doesn’t shift while you glue it together.  Use tacky glue to glue the points and center of the strips where they cross each other.  Cut 1 inch strips from the edge of inexpensive plastic red, white, and blue tablecloths.  Tape the strips to the bottom of the poster board star.  Use foam core board for the star if the wind star is hung outside.  (Variation of an idea in “Fun to Make Crafts for Every Day” by Boyds Mill Press.)

Melted Crayon Star: Trace star pattern onto wax paper.  Lay the wax paper on a paper sack.  Using a vegetable peeler, scrape crayon shaving onto wax paper, inside the traced star.  Add embroidery thread and glitter, if desired.  Lay a second piece of wax paper on top of the wax paper with the star.  Lay a clean piece of paper over the wax paper.  Press the star with an iron set to medium.  After the crayon has cooled, cut out the star.  (Wendy McBride, based on a technique from the TV show “Creative Juice.”)

American ABC Posters: (Wolf E12f, Bear Ach. #3a.)

Print out large letters to use as patterns.  Boys glue red, white, and blue paper (bits cut out of newspapers and magazines, scrapbook paper, etc.) on the letters to create a design.  Glue the letters to 11” X 18” paper.  On the paper, boys write why America is special.  Their ideas should start with the same letter that is on the paper.  Example: Amazing Agriculture; Beautiful Blue Skies; Columbia River, California; etc.  (Wendy McBride, based on a collage technique in “Fun to Make Crafts for Every Day from Boyds Mill Press.)

Star Cookie Centerpiece: (Bear Ach. #9a)

Star lollipop cookies: Cut out sugar cookies in the shape of stars.  Insert a skewer in them, bake, and decorate.  Or, cook and decorate star shaped cookies.  Wrap them with cling wrap, and tape the cookies to skewers.  

Centerpiece base: Cover a cottage cheese container with patriotic paper (scrapbook, construction, etc.).  Fill it with beans or packing styrofoam. Stick the star cookie lollipops into the cottage cheese container. 


To make a pattern of the container for the patriotic paper, roll the cottage cheese carton across a brown paper sack, a drawing a line with a pencil where the top and bottom of the container touch the paper.  You will end up with an arc.  Remember to add an inch to the bottom when you are cutting out your decorative paper, if you want to wrap the paper under the container.  (Wendy McBride)


Metal spirals: Cut a ½” strip of aluminum from an aluminum can*.  Color red & blue with permanent markers.  Coil around a pencil to curl the metal, and tape the spiral to a skewer.

*Cut the top & bottom off a pop can (red, silver, or blue) with a pair of scissors.  Cut up the side, and flatten the aluminum by gently pulling it over the rounded edge of a garbage can, counter edge, etc.  This will reverse the curl of the aluminum.

When I Grow Up (March)

Thumbprint Art: Using stamp pads, boys ink their thumbs and make thumbprints.  Add details with markers or pencils to make thumbprint people.  (From Ed Emberly’s Thumbprint Art books.)

Circuit Board Tie Slide: Using tin snips, cut circuit boards into tie slide sized squares or rectangles (1 ½” –3”).  Twist ½ a chenille stem into a circle.  Duct tape the chenille loop to the back of the circuit board piece.  (Wendy McBride)

Jurassic Park (April)

Volcano: (Tiger E17, Bear Ach. #21d)

Cover a Yoplait yogurt cup with black or brown duct tape.  Duct tape the cup to a styrofoam or plastic plate.  Put 2 tablespoons baking soda into the cup.  In a pitcher, mix ½ cup water, 1/4 cup dishwashing liquid, and ½ cup vinegar.  Add red food coloring if desired.  Pour a little of this mixture into the yogurt cup and watch the volcano erupt!  If you add just a little of the vinegar mixture at a time, you can get several eruptions from baking soda in the volcano.  I really like this lava recipe, because the dishwashing detergent creates long lasting lava suds.  Send the volcanoes home in a plastic grocery bag.  (From the ‘01-’02 Program Helps)

Dinosaur Fossils: Make up a batch of clay (How To Book p. 2--20-21). Flatten a fistful of the dough on a plastic plate or wax paper. Make it ½” - 3/4" thick. Press plastic dinosaurs, and chicken bones into the clay and remove. Let dry. http://www.makingfriends.com/educational/dino_fossils.htm  

The sand clay from Making Friends is sturdy, but quite heavy.

Dinosaur Track Tie Slide: Using the clay from above, mash a ball of clay into a 1 ½” – 2” clay disc, ½” thick.  Press the feet of a large plastic dinosaur into the clay to make foot prints.  Let the clay dry.  (It’s dry when the clay is no longer cool to the touch.)  Cut rings from the handle of a plastic milk jug.  Rough up the flat side of the ring with a file.  Tacky glue the flat side of the ring to the back of the clay disc. (Variation on idea in the Round Table Helps)  

The boys will need to be careful with the tie slides, because they will break if dropped. (Although the pieces of clay disc could probably be glued to a cardboard disc, and the ring tacky glued to the back of the cardboard.)

Dinosaur Eggs: http://www.makingfriends.com/educational/dinoeggs.htm

http://jas.familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11919
Make Coffee Dough. Mold handfuls of dough around small plastic dinosaurs. Hide in the yard for children to find and smash open with a hammer or rock. 

Coffee Dough: 1 cup flour, ½ cup salt, 1 cup used coffee grounds (Starbucks saves theirs), and ½ cup cold leftover coffee.  Combine everything in a bowl, and stir until blended.  Knead the dough until it becomes smooth.  Save the dough in an airtight container. 

 I did have some problems with the coffee dough cracking when I it to make dinosaur fossil imprints (above), possibly because the flattened circle was too thin.  The dough should should be ½”-3/4” thick for “fossil” imprints.  Baking the dough, as in the Family Fun recipe, may also yield a stronger project, with less salt migrating to the surface.

Leave Nothing But Footprints (May)

Styrofoam Animal Track Stamps: (Bear E12b).

Using a ball point pen, draw (or trace) an animal track on the flat side of a styrofoam tray, pressing to create an indented foot print.  Sand the top of a milk bottle cap.  Cut out the track, and tacky glue it to the cap to create a stamp.  The styrofoam scratches easily, so take care to protect the stamps.  (Variation of an idea in Family Fun)

Puddle Jumpers: (Wolf E7b)

Punch holes with triangle shaped puncture style can opener.  Decorate cans with permanent markers or paint.  Cover edges of holes with duct tape, to keep the string from fraying.     http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=12003
Animal Track Tie Slide: Make a batch of clay (How To Book p. 220-221.)  I like the cornstarch & baking soda clay for its smooth texture.  Roll a tablespoon or so of clay into a ball, and smash it to make a flat disc 1 ½ - 2” wide by 1/2” thick. Cover the end of a cotton swab with plastic wrap.  Using the swab, make a series of indentations in the clay that look like an animal track.  Let the clay dry.  (It is dry when the clay is no longer cool to the touch.)  Paint the clay disc if desired.  Cut rings from the handle of a plastic milk jug.  Rough up the flat side of the ring with a file.  Tacky glue the flat side of the ring to the back of the clay disc. Unfortunately, the tie slide will break if dropped, so the boys will have to be careful with their tie slides.  (Although the pieces of clay disc could probably be glued to a cardboard disc, and the ring tacky glued to the back of the cardboard.)  (From an online pow wow book.)

A Camping We Will Go (June)

Campfire Tie Slide: Sand the top of a milk bottle cap.  Using an awl or a nail, punch holes on the right and left side of the cap.  Break twigs into 1 ½”- 2” pieces.  Tacky glue them to the cap to create the logs for the campfire.  (I made an X pattern by creating 2 layers of twigs.  The bottom layer of twigs angled up to the right, and the top layer of twigs angled up to the left.)  Draw, or trace campfire flames onto orange craft foam, and cut out.  Color with permanent markers if desired.  Glue the flames to the bottle cap.  To create a more 3 dimensional look, glue a couple of small pieces of craft foam under the center flame to raise it above the other flames.  Thread ½ a chenille stem through the holes in the milk bottle cap.  Twist the ends around each other to create the loop for the tie slide.  (Variation of a craft from the ‘04-’05 Program Helps.)

Be a Sport (July)

Ball Tie Slide: Trace ball pattern onto craft foam.  Cut out, and decorate with permanent markers.  Sand the top of a milk bottle cap.  Punch 2 holes in the left and right sides of the cap.  Tacky glue the foam ball to the milk bottle cap.  Thread ½ a chenille stem through the holes.  Twist the ends around each other to create the loop for the tie slide. Alternatively, glue the foam ball to a circle of corrugated cardboard that is cut a little smaller than the ball.  Push a ½ a chenille stem through the corrugation channel going across the middle of the ball. Fold the ends of the stem over, so they are behind the ball.  Leaving a little space between the cardboard and the stem (so the neckerchief can fit), twist the chenille stem ends around each other, and flatten to create the loop. Or cut a ring from the handle of a milk jug.  Roughen the flat side with a file, and glue the flat side to the cardboard.  Boys could make baseball, football, basketball, tennis, soccer, golf ball, tie slides.  (Wendy McBride)

Balloon Badminton: (Tiger E35; Wolf E4f; Bear Ach. #15a, Ach. #23b,c)

Cut a piece of corrugated cardboard into a rectangle 6 inches by 1 ½ feet, making sure the ribs of the cardboard run the long way.  Roll up the cardboard width wise to create the 1 ½ foot long handle for the racquet. Duct tape, hot glue, or tacky glue the edge of the cardboard.  (You may need to use rubber bands to keep the cardboard from unrolling while the glue dries.) Decorate a paper plate.  Tacky glue the decorated plate to a second paper plate, with the decorated plate on top.  Using a nail, punch holes in the paper plate, and enlarge the holes with a pencil.  (The holes reduce wind drag.)  Tacky glue the plates to the cardboard handle.  Tie a string to 2 trees, a little above the boys’ heads for a net.  Use a balloon for the shuttlecock.  The boys play badminton, batting the balloon back and forth over the string. (Wendy McBride) 
Fun in the Sun (August)

Sun Print:  (Bear E12a)

Tape leaves to construction paper.  Put paper in window for about a week.  Remove the leaves.  The sun will have faded the paper around the leaves, leaving a dark leaf silhouette.  (From an old Program Helps.)

Folf (frisbee golf): (Tiger E35, Wolf E4f)

Decorate boxes, and number them.  Place them far apart, in order, in a large open space to create a “golf” course.  The boys try to toss their frisbees into the boxes, using a few throws as possible.  When they get the frisbee into the first box (hole), they move onto the second hole.  Like golf, the object is to get the lowest score. (From Family Fun)

Portable Golf: (Tiger E35; Wolf E4f; Bear Ach. #15a, Ach. #23b,c)

 http://jas.familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11745
Golf Holes: For each one, trim the bottom off a 3-liter plastic soda bottle, then cut out an arched hole (ours was 3-1/4 inches wide and 4 inches tall) in the base. Use colored tape and markers to decorate and number the bottle.

Golf Club: Roll up a 6 piece of cardboard 6 inches by 3 feet, and tape. Fold a 3- by 11-1/2-inch piece of cardboard around the bottom the cardboard handle. Wrap duct tape around the two pieces to secure them together, then wrap the rest of the tube.

Cub Scout Pockets (September)

Collections: Tiger E16, Wolf Ach. #6, Bear E12, E22b.

Collection Box: Paint an egg carton.  Decorate with ribbon, stickers, and markers if desired.  Store tie slides, seashells, rocks, etc. in the box.

Leaf Collection Book: Using an iron, press fall leaves between 2 sheets of wax paper. (Protect iron by putting clean paper beneath and on top of the wax paper sheets.)  Assemble into a book.

Felt Patch Holder: Tacky glue ribbon to the two long edges, and one short edge of a felt rectangle.  Wrap the unribboned edge around a hanger, and hot glue.  Pin patches onto the felt.  (Variation of design under Ach. #6b in the Wolf Book.) 

Trophy Skin: (Webelos Craftsman #4)

Cut dowels into two 16 ½” pieces, and two 19 ½” pieces.  Lay the sticks down in a rectangle.  Using a file, flatten (notch) the dowels where they cross so the glue will have a flat surface to stick to.  Tacky glue the sticks together, and wrap wire around the joint to hold it firm.  When dry, wrap hemp around the joint to cover the wire.  Cut a skin shape out of brown felt.  Lay the felt in the middle of the wooden dowel frame.  Use safety pins to hold the felt in place.  Using a large needle and yarn, sew the felt to the frame, like the pattern in the How To Book p. 1-8.  Pin patches to the trophy skin.

String Painting: Cut string into 16 inch lengths.  Fold an 8 ½” X 11” paper in half, the short way.  Lay the paper in a magazine, so the fold line is on the spine of the open magazine.  Dip the string in paint.  Arrange the string on the paper in an arch shape, with the undyed end hanging off the edge.  (An arch seems to be the best shape for this project.)  Fold the paper over the string.  Close the magazine over the paper.  Apply pressure with the palm of your hand to the magazine; pull out the string.  You want to apply enough pressure to slow the string down, but not stop it all together. Try looping the string, in addition to creating an arch.  (Learned this from my Kindergarten teacher.)

Marble Sharpshooter: (Wolf E4b)

http://familyfun.go.com/games/indoor-outdoor-games/feature/tabletop-games/tabletop-games.html
     Directions: Cut five different sized holes in the box, and write their point values above the holes. Place the box at one end of the table and mark the starting point on the opposite end with tape. To help keep the marbles from rolling off the table, you can place a rolled-up towel behind the box as a backstop. 

      Rules: From the starting point, use a Popsicle stick on its side to flick the marbles at the targets. If you successfully hit all five in one turn, you earn 500 points. Hit three different targets in a turn and earn 300 points. Otherwise, all scores are based on the targets' listed values.

     You can also decorate a box like Frankenstein, or a monster, and roll the marbles through the holes in his mouth created by broken/missing teeth.  (Wendy McBride)

Jungle Safari (October)

Jungle Mini-golf: http://jas.familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=10325
Cut 6 animal shapes from cardboard.  Cut a semicircular opening from the bottom of each animal.  Color or paint the animals.  Fashion a rectangular cross-brace from cardboard, paint it, and join it to the animal shape using an interlocking-slot design: cut a 2-inch slot in the bottom of the animal shape and the top of the brace and fit the two together.  For each tee, cut a small circle from cardboard, tape on an inverted cup snipped from the egg carton, and paint.  (I just used the inverted egg carton cup.)  To make each hole for the course, center a juice can lid on a small circle of cardboard, trace it, and cut a hole. Tape the short end of a flexible straw to the rim, then bend the long end up and top with a construction paper flag.  (I made a short volcano shaped hole: cut out a ring of cardboard. Make a cut from the outer edge to the middle. Overlap the edges, and tape together.)  For each club, roll up a 6 piece of cardboard 6 inches by 3 feet, and tape. Fold a 3- by 11-1/2-inch piece of cardboard around the bottom the cardboard handle. Wrap duct tape around the two pieces to secure them together, then wrap the rest of the tube.  Crumple up aluminum foil to make the golf balls (or use a wiffle golf ball).

Beaded Alligator, Snake: http://www.makingfriends.com/ponybead/ponybead_animals.htm
You only need 3 ½ feet of sting to make the bigger animals, instead of the 3 yards listed in the instructions.  And the knot used is not a half hitch.

Snake Tie Slide: How To Book p. 2-38.  I like the cornstarch & baking soda clay on p. 2-21.  This clay has a nice smooth white texture (no grainy, sparkly salt crystals).  You can tell the clay is dry when it is no longer cool to the touch.  Unfortunately, the tie slide will break if dropped, so the boys will have to be careful with their tie slides.

Favorite Websites

http://www.scoutingthenet.com/   The arkienet link in the Round Table section has great theme related ideas. 

http://www.makingfriends.com/     The scout crafts section has theme related ideas, and other good scout crafts.

http://familyfun.go.com/      Great kids’ activities.

