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Author:Stormdrane Stormdrane's Blog
"No matter where you go, there you are."

Intro: Paracord wrist lanyard made with the snake knot
This instructable will show how to make a wrist lanyard using paracord and the snake knot. The lanyard can be used to secure a key chain, knife, multi-tool, flashlight,
cell phone, camera, binoculars, compass, etc. More projects, links, knot references can be seen on my blog page, Stormdrane's Blog .

Step 1: Supplies

You'll need about 4.5 feet of paracord(you may use other types of cordage if desired). The paracord | used is from the Supply Captain . | left the inner strands in the
paracord, but you can remove them if preferred. If done in one color, it will be one continuous 4.5 ft length, if done in two colors, you'll need 3 ft for the primary color that
includes the wrist section, and 1.5 ft for the second color that will show in the snake knot. Also used are scissors, tape measure or ruler, lighter, hemostats or needle nose
pliers(not necessary, but they make it much easier), and a swivel clip, key ring, snap hook, cell phone lariat, carabiner, or whatever attachment you prefer to use.

Step 2: Attaching two colors of paracord

If using two colors of paracord, you will insert one color about 1/2 inch into the other color. You may remove a small amount of the paracord's inner strands by pulling
them out, trimming with scissors, and pulling the paracord outer sheath back over the strands, leaving room to insert the other color. For various projects, I've used three
different methods for attaching two colors of paracord: melting, sewing, or gluing. The choice is yours, | usually sew them together, it doesn't matter as long as it's a good
connection. It will be hidden under the first knot.
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Step 3: Find the center of the length of paracord
Take the center of the length of cord and bring it thru the attachment, I'm using a swivel clip. For this tutorial I'm measuring the wrist loop at about 10 inches from the
attachment. The connection of the two colors will be just on the other side at this point.

Step 4: Making the snake knot

The snake knot will be made 'around' the wrist loop section of paracord, the loop strands being the ‘core’ of the knot. I've added a series of photos showing the steps |
use. By using two colors, you'll see that | flip the lanyard over after making each knot, so that I'm working with the cord on the right side of the lanyard. | bring it under all
the other cords, working the hemostats under the previously tightened knot and pulling the cord back thru. Then tightening up the knot keeping the cord from twisting and
working it up against the previous knot. Again flipping the work over, you'll see two parallel cords of the same color which will be split with the cord on the right going
under, around, and pulled thru with the hemostats, then tightened up. Continue this procedure until you've done about 10 snake knots(you can count them down either
side.
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Step 5: Count your knots
Once you have 10 snake knots you're almost done. You'll notice from the photos of both sides of the lanyard, that one side has the snake knots alternating all the way
down and the other has a set of parallel knots at the top and botton of the sequence of knots. You'll always have those at the start and finish of the snake knots, | prefer

to have them end up on the same side of the lanyard so one side appears to have a more uniform look, but it's not required.

Step 6: Trim and melt the excess paracord
Use the scissors to trim off the excess cord and quickly melt the ends with a lighter so they don't fray.

Step 7: You're done!

You can make a range of variations using less or more cord/knots. Shorten the loop for a double ended key chain or make the loop longer for use as a neck lanyard, a
Lanyard Break-Away Connector could be added for the safety conscious. You can also add a wooden bead, skull, cord lock, etc. Visit my blog page for more knot related
projects, links, and resources: Stormdrane's Blog . You can find ideas for other gear/gadgets to attach to your lanyard on EDC Forums .
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Comments

7 | tomtom88 says: Jun 2, 2009. 9:16 PM REPLY
't\ r} Excellent Instructable! I've made countless cobra stitch bracelets since | first read your Instructable and finally tried this one out. Very clear instructions
makes it really easy to follow! Great job! Now if only you could make an Instructable for a monkey's fist!

view all 102 comments

A

Stormdrane says: Jun 2, 2009. 10:28 PM REPLY
= | did make a video for making a monkey's fist using rope. The thing that | think most folks have trouble with when tying them, is that you need to

gradually tighten up the fist by just working a little of the slack out from one end to the other over several passes before it's eventually as tight as you can
get it.

/—:} tomtoma88 says: Jun 4, 2009. 3:17 PM REPLY
1

yup, you sure did haha. nice vid. the first directions i saw for making a monkey's fist were pretty clear and precise. it definitely looks easy. i guess the
s tightening part would be the most difficult part as you say.
Pt
i ; reeseecup says: Jan 13, 2012. 12:14 PM REPLY
Y it is very hard
lr--'

SIRJAMESOQQ9 says:

Nov 2, 2011. 2:04 PM REPLY
TY Sir for sharing. :)

Excellent Ible.

E tphan4 says:

q Stormdrane, how much paracord would i need to make this a 72" dog leash?

Oct 25, 2011. 9:06 AM REPLY

Stormdrane says: Oct 25, 2011. 11:52 AM REPLY

If you're going to make a dog leash just like the wrist lanyard is tied, I'd figure on starting with around a 75 foot length of paracord to be on the safe side
and not come up short, but how much you actually use may vary by how tight or loose you make the knots as you go...
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E tphan4 says: Oct 26, 2011. 12:06 AM REPLY

How long for primary color and then the secondary color
l®

Stormdrane says: Oct 26, 2011. 2:01 AM REPLY

This is just a guesstimate since | haven't made a dog leash length version of the snake knot lanyard, but around 45 ft for primary color 30 ft for
secondary. Once attached, figure at least 12 ft or so of primary will be doubled up for the core/wrist loop, and then the attached section of
paracord will be looped around your swivel clip/snap hook where you can begin knotting, as in the instructions...

With using two colors instead of one, make sure you do a secure job of joining the paracord, whether you sew, melt, or super glue them together,
since a dog leash will be under greater strain than a wrist lanyard would, and you don't want it to be pulled apart with a dog on the leash. ;)

= nkillingsworth vi says: Aug 28, 2011. 7:56 PM REPLY

stormdrane, | love all the things you've done with paracord. Can you figure out how to make this type of lanyard? I've looked and cannot for the life of me
figure out how to make this. | don't know whether to begin with the knot on the end or the snake knot. Any ideas are helpful! Thanks!

J

Stormdrane says: Aug 29, 2011. 6:37 AM REPLY

I would guess the Chinese cloverleaf knot is tied first, a loop made with one strand coming from the knot, then both used to snake knot back towards the
cloverleaf knot around the two strands.

m

montys survival straps says: Aug 14, 2011. 9:53 AM REPLY
this is a great design im going to sell this on my website!

kalmahot says: Apr 5, 2010. 12:00 PM REPLY
muy bueno, practico, ahora se como utilizar mis cordones viejos, bueno, mejor compro nuevos y coloridos =).....

=

triumphman says: Aug 8, 2011. 5:08 PM REPLY
when in Rome speak Roman, que pasa ?

triumphman says: Aug 8, 2011. 5:07 PM REPLY
No habla espanol ! English por favor !

B B

hcohen says: Aug 3, 2011. 9:40 PM REPLY
is it possible to make it without the clip and out of the same color
i no its kinda stupid just wondering..

Stormdrane says: Aug 3, 2011. 11:47 PM REPLY
Yes, you can use one color with a single length of cord and tie the lanyard without the clip. You would need to tie it directly to something or use an
attachment other than the clip, because if you hold the snake knot section and pulled on the wrist loop, there'd be nothing to keep the loop ends where
the clip is from pulling down into the snake knot section.

E

rgonzalezl13 says: Jul 13, 2011. 6:25 AM REPLY

This is my first band! | followed the steps (mostly the pictures to be honest). See the results!. Thanks for sharing all of your instructions.
Watch: Nabucco Chronograph by Raymond Weil (Stainless Steel Version)
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lanoath says: May 25, 2011. 3:40 PM REPLY

I really like the looks of this lanyard, but | notice you refer to it as a wrist lanyard and you give the length of paracord to use for this, if i were to make a
lanyard following this same design to wear around my neck, how much cord should | use?

Stormdrane says: May 26, 2011. 5:04 AM REPLY

- For a neck lanyard, just add about 2 feet more to the amount used in the tutorial. So if done in one color, you 'd use about 6.5 feet of paracord, or if done
in two colors, you'd use 5 feet for the primary color and 1.5 feet for the secondary color.

If you want it to be a safety/break-away lanyard, you can add one of the connectors linked to in the tutorial. You'd make the lanyard first, then cut the
cord at the center of the neck loop and add the connector there.

I/—:} jielder says: Jan 27, 2011. 9:45 PM REPLY
r_:> Thanks for the Instructable, just made two of them to use as snowboard leashes...
s | DonB! says: Jan 25, 2011. 8:09 AM REPLY
'x\ r} | saw a keychain on the internet, simply used as a photo, and loved it, but wondered where that particular knot pattern could be found.
v
ll.-‘

I should have obviously turned to you, stormdrane, and all of your great tutorials. You really have a creative knack for color, weave patterns, etc.

Thanks for sharing it all with us.

the gizmoman says: Dec 23, 2010. 1:44 PM REPLY
You and tying it all together (YouTube) have some amazing knots and tutorials keep up the good work (are you on YouTube under stormdrane?)

: Stormdrane says: Dec 23, 2010. 3:27 PM REPLY
- Yep, that'd be me. :)

the gizmoman says: Dec 25, 2010. 7:21 AM REPLY
I love trying to tie different and unique knots. | got intrested in tying knots through the boyscouts (I'm an eaglescout by the way) | saw your blog and
you got some amazing pieces of art ( rope art that is. )

DrSteve says: Aug 18, 2009. 6:35 PM REPLY
Where does one purchase the hardware for these types of projects (swivel clip, key ring, snap hook, cell phone lariat, carabiner)? Thanks.
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Vijsterl says: Nov 12, 2010. 4:18 PM REPLY
rings, clips, and hooks can be found at a hobby store

jaberwok32 says: Sep 5, 2009. 9:54 AM REPLY
WALMART!

DrSteve says: Sep 5, 2009. 11:39 AM REPLY
B Really....comon....where? | need like 200

devangelista says: Aug 14, 2010. 5:18 PM REPLY
You can get like 300 feet of it at the us calve store for 20 bucks. http://www.uscav.com/Productinfo.aspx?productlD=5444&TablD=548

DrSteve says: Aug 19, 2009. 12:31 PM REPLY

Thanks. This is great. | am about to start making about 200 monkey fist keychains and Boy Scout woggle neckerchief slides (Turks Head knot). | was
having problems finding ball bearings and the hardware! YOU ROCK! How about a place for beads and ball bearings!?

Stormdrane says: Aug 19, 2009. 1:37 PM REPLY

For beads, check local craft stores. Since beads need a hole large enough for cord to fit through, seeing them in person lets you see if they'll work
with the cord you have. Buying online is guess work if they don't list the inner diameter of the bead's hole, where 4mm is about the smallest you'll get

a loop of gutted paracord pulled through.

Stormdrane says: Aug 19, 2009. 1:33 PM REPLY
For ball bearings, I've used this ebay seller(ToolSupply). They also carry wooden balls.

You can check your local machine shops and auto repair shops for ball bearings too. Just look them up and give them a call to see if they have any.

Stormdrane says: Aug 18, 2009. 7:46 PM REPLY
= There are multiple sources for them, here are a few: cdwplus.com enchantedbeads.com lighthound.com tadgear.com countycomm.com

supplycaptain.com photonlight.com ebay.com You may find some at your local hardware store, walmart, home depot, lowes, michaels craft store, and

hobby lobby...
fr"‘
~) moosesyferl04 says: Aug 2, 2010. 3:35 PM REPLY
= imanina. ... with paracord
knektek says: Jul 27, 2010. 1:23 PM REPLY

Are there any companies that sell cheap paracord in the UK? All | have right now is like 2 meters of olive green (boring) cord left.

Stormdrane says: Jul 27, 2010. 2:57 PM REPLY
You might try The Bushcraft Store for paracord in the UK(type paracord in the search bar of the linked page). ;)

SkateboardingForLife says: Jun 17, 2009. 2:39 PM REPLY
cool paracord is the bomb

Hunter O. says: Jul 21, 2010. 7:12 PM REPLY
As is duct tape

your dog says: Mar 20, 2010. 6:24 PM REPLY
amen
jdebaun says: Jun 8, 2010. 9:42 AM REPLY

If you're in a hurry | wouldn't recommend Supply Captain for paracord. | ordered some on May 11 and didn't get it until June 8. Almost a month.
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f—} cyndi513 says: May 13, 2010. 6:54 AM REPLY

r"> 4 Can this knot be used for a survival bracelet? Thanks so much for all of your instructions!
Stormdrane says: May 13, 2010. 7:29 AM REPLY
It can be tied as a paracord bracelet, but it is not easily untied, so | wouldn't recommend it as a 'survival' type paracord bracelet for carrying spare
paracord.
7 | Sacrifusion says: Apr 4, 2010. 11:08 AM REPLY
't\ .,} Seriously digging all of your work. Paracord is awesome! My main question here, and forgive if this was already asked, what is that little multi-tool you have
it on your keychain? I'm assuming the braided one next door is a bit driver? Keep on rock'n!
Stormdrane says: Apr 6, 2010. 8:41 PM REPLY
The multitool shown in one of the photos is a Swiss Tech Screwz All. The item with the spiral hitching is a cheap AAA LED flashlight.
% lilpepsikraker says: Aug 16, 2009. 10:14 PM REPLY
. I made one with an alternating square knot. | like how it "ladders" down because | didn't tighten it too much. 550 makes my hands sweat badly, too. | have it
on a split ring, so | can attach my gadgets with a lanyard hole (phone, gps, swiss army knife, etc). third pic is my Signature in full showroom position. | like
forest green cord. It looks cool. My Zippo made a lot of soot on the cord. | need a zplus.
7 | RipperJack says: Apr 6, 2010. 10:44 AM REPLY
't\ .,} VERY NICE! 1 like this very much! | don't suppose you would create an "INSTRUCTABLE' showing how this "Alternating Square Knot" is created for this
it purpose, would you?

lilpepsikraker says: Aug 16, 2009. 10:17 PM REPLY

K,
:pr BTW, i have a Nokia 2610. Phone, text, wap. Thats it. It is probably the most durable phone | have ever owned(notice the scratches) | have thrown it at
™ the wall pretty damned hard, and made dents in plywood with it. | paid $10 shipped from ATT as a "go phone", but | threw out the prepaid sim and put in
my postpaid sim card. Thanks for the inspiring instructable! 5*

jeoncs says: Apr 4, 2010. 2:39 PM REPLY
These are awesome. | do a lot of geocaching and these would be something unigue to trade in them thanks!

7 | karmagirl says: Apr 4, 2010. 11:25 AM REPLY

\ .} Amazing! I've spent the last 2 weeks on and off looking for a wrist strap for my PSP! | really like the Wii remote straps because they're adjustable but this
" Instructables definitely gave me ideas to make my own!
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