Scout Meteorology

The meteorology folder contains a resource I put together (in 2000) to cover much of the theoretical and some practical elements of the Scout Meteorology Award. Please note that it does not cover ALL the requirements for the Award and SOME of it is in excess of the requirements.

It’s written to help Leaders to run programmes on meteorology for young people. It’s not written to be printed out and dumped on young people. It’s not a workbook for them, however, some pages could be adapted to support handouts, etc.

It is written to a standard that would be more in accord with those young people, generally 14+, studying towards GCSE in subjects such as Science and Geography. (Remember it was developed before the recent restructure!) However, there are many elements which could be undertaken by younger Scouts and while the complete resource is not really for them there should be something here of use and interest. Be selective!

I hope it may also be particularly suitable for Explorers, Network and Leaders wishing to understand meteorology to support work in other awards, e.g. many outdoor activities, DofE programmes, and mountain and hillwalking courses.

My personal view on the subject of meteorology in Scouting awards is that as this was originally a Pursuit badge (IIRC) it would have been much better for the Programme & Development people to have included this award (as it stands with some additions) in the Explorer Scout activity award programme and not left it in the Scout activity award programme. A “slimmed down” award (say called simply “Weather”) could have been its replacement in the Scout activity award programme. 

I fear that this award is going to be regarded as one of those “stuck” in the middle between Scouts and Explorers, too difficult for the younger age group, and not extensive enough and linked to other activities for the older age group. I fear Scout Leaders won’t take it on because it’s too difficult and Explorer Leaders won’t take it on because it’ll be seen as too standalone. Hence, I don’t think many young people will attempt the award. That’s a shame because it can be an enjoyable activity, it can be incorporated into outdoor activities, if taught well it’s a fascinating subject, and a little knowledge of it can be a lifesaver to those in the mountains, in the air, or out at sea.

Some of the pictures in the resource are my own but some pictures are courtesy of the BBC Weather Centre (http://bbc.co.uk/weather), and Marshall Publishing Ltd, http://www.marshallpublishing.com 

I would like to thank Stuart Charters, 5th Durham City and DUSAGG, for his help in enabling me to publish these files in a suitable format.

Note: As at 1 May 2003 there are two outstanding files (chapters) still to be added and chapter 10 needs completing. I will post these as soon as possible.

This resource is for your own/Troops private study and must not be widely copied, widely distributed, or uploaded on to web sites/pages.

Ideas, comments and (constructive) criticisms are welcome.
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