The following was presented by our Scoutmaster at the closing of the troop's court of honor last night.  You might find it helpful in talking with your Scouts or to use as a closing for your next meeting or activity.   I only wish I had written it, because Mark most eloquently expressed the feelings that many of us have bottled up inside us.  Mark provided this to be posted on our troop web site and I'm sure he won't mind sharing it with you this way.
Keith Wood, ASM T-59

A Scoutmaster's Minute

Court of Honor
September 12, 2001
By Mark Gleeson, Scoutmaster, BSA Troop 59, Lawrence, Kansas
Gleesonm@kscourts.org

        Carved in stone around the interior of  the Jefferson Memorial in Washington DC are these words from Thomas Jefferson: "I have sworn upon the alter of God, eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man."  Written over 200 years ago, the sounds of Jefferson's words give us some comfort, strength and direction following yesterday's  horrific events.  Prominent sky scrapers, essential military installations, even the office workers, firefighters, police, and military officials who died or were injured in the attack were not the principal targets of the terrorists.  The primary purpose of this cowardly act was to strike fear into our hearts, disrupt our lives, and create confusion in our thinking when four commercial jets were highjacked and used as weapons of destruction against this nation and indeed the entire free world.  Jefferson's forceful words of defiance against "every form of tyranny over the mind of man" begins to give us some insight into how one of this country's founding fathers would have us react to this outrageous event.
 
        It is also appropriate for you to turn to the Scout Law as your guidepost for supporting one another, and for providing leadership in school, at work, and in our community.  Loyalty, bravery, friendship, kindness and reverence come first to my mind as I ask myself how I hope to respond to this tragic attack.  Through the Scout Oath, we pledge on our honor to do our duty to God, to do our duty to this great country, and to obey all twelve points of the Scout Law.  During this time of national grieving, you will be tested to see if any of  those words have meaning.  As you watch the clean up of the debris that was once two great towers of commerce, reaffirm your commitment to the Scout Oath to do your duty to our country.  During the coming days and weeks you will read stories of co-workers, friends, and relatives grieving over the sudden and horrible loss of loved ones.  Reaffirm your faith and your duty to God by worshiping with your family.  You will watch as our leaders and experts analyze events to try to identify security failures that enabled this to happen.  You may also witness people of Arabic descent or people of the Islamic faith become targets of suspicion and anger.  Be cautious and sure in passing judgment of others.  As these events unfold, I encourage you to quietly recite to yourself  the twelve points of the Scout Law and make yourself a solemn promise to never let the tyranny of terrorism shake you from the solid foundation those twelve points provide to each one of you.
 
        Two things are assured. First, we will never be the same because of what occurred on the morning of September 11, 2001.  Second, we will get through this together.   I appreciate your presence here tonight as a gesture of confidence and faith that together, we can bravely face and soon defeat this brand of tyranny.
 
        Will all who are able please stand and join me in our traditional closing.
 
"And now, may the great master of all Scouts, be with you, until we meet again.  
Good night Scouts."
